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Reflecting. Each one of these parts serves 
a purpose towards goals in reading and 
comprehension. 

During Crafting students listen to their 
teacher, the expert reader. It sets a model for 
students and shows students how to engage 
in the spoken text.

While practicing Composing and Conferring,  
students follow reading strategies as modeled 
by their teacher using their own books (that 
they have chosen themselves) with their 
own personal reading goals in mind.

Ms. Sikorski said, “Finally, Reflection is a 
time for the class to reconvene and share 
what worked. Successes and mistakes alike 
are celebrated as learning opportunities, and 
the emphasis is on having students learn 
from other students.”

Literacy Studio has made a positive impact 
on students’ reading. Ms. Sikorski said, 
“D146’s decision to utilize this program has 
been positive. The District’s next initiative 
will be to implement this format within 
subject areas other than reading.”
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District146 has long prided itself on the 
academic achievements of its students.   

D146 teachers have worked together in all 
subject areas to find the programs that best 
suit students’ needs. For reading, D146 
utilizes the Literacy Studio model.

Literacy Studio, a classroom format for 
teaching reading, was adopted by the 
District three years ago, and according 
to Lisa Sikorski, Reading Specialist at 
Central, “The success of this program lies 
in the shared vocabulary among teachers 
and students K-8. Students use words like 
‘schema’ and ‘metacognition’ to describe 
their experiences with text. Teachers use 
words like ‘strategies’ and ‘deep and surface 
structure issues’ when referring to student 
goals. It  removes the emphasis from learning 
individual stories and places it on individual 
learners. It challenges students: how can 
you be a better reader today than you were 
yesterday? It also challenges teachers: how 
can we get them there?” 

The program is made up of three distinct 
parts: Crafting, Composing/Conferring, and 



School District 146’s Fierke Education Center recently 
received a letter from Mayor Kuspa of Oak Forest 
revealing that the school was one of the chosen recipients 
of the “Forest in Bloom” Award for 2013.

Principal Mark French said as he shared the news, “I 
am so excited to tell everyone that we have won another 
“Forest in Bloom” beautification award.  This was the 
second time our school has won, with the first received 
in 2010.”

The awards are given each year to private homes, 
businesses, and organizations in Oak Forest whose pride 
through quality landscaping and maintenance are judged 
by a panel of seven people.  Nomination applications 
were due by July 1, and all submitted properties were 
judged.  Mr. French said he had no idea who nominated 
the school.

He went on to say, “Back in 2010, I asked our Buildings 
and Grounds Director Scott Slager if he could improve 
the landscaping in front of our building.  Mr. Slager chose 
the plants and then supervised the design and the ongoing 
maintenance.  That same year we decided to paint the 
stone/concrete facing of the building and the current 
color was chosen.  Mr. Slager and our maintenance crew 
have done a great job keeping Fierke Education Center 
simply beautiful.  It’s really nice to know that the City 
of Oak Forest and the residents appreciate our efforts of 
beautification, and that Fierke is considered to be most 
noteworthy.”

Congratulations to Fierke Education Center and all of the 
winners.

Whatever you do, don’t tell a Memorial student that they 
cannot do something!  The school has adopted a new 
slogan, and it sends a positive message from students 
and staff. “Yes I Can” is the motto being uttered by both 
when things start to get tough. “Yes I Can” is a school-
wide initiative to raise not only expectations, but also the 
confidence  level necessary to achieve them. 

Memorial staff met at the beginning of the school year and 
were challenged to raise expectations in all classrooms.  
To be successful meeting the new classroom goals, the 
staff knew they had to change their own thought pattern to 
“yes they can”. This fresh approach was then brought to 
the classrooms for students to model. The students have 
been embracing this positive message, along with the 
self-confidence the message brings.

Mr. Mike Donovan, Principal of Memorial said, “I met 
with every classroom during the first week of school and 
introduced the concept to the students. They were told 
about the higher learning expectations for the school year, 
but that we believe that they can do it. They all agreed 
to adopt ‘Yes I Can’ as a slogan for the year. Of course 
our teachers are still providing all of the classroom help 
necessary, but with ‘Yes I Can’ they are building the 
groundwork for confidence and assurance that students 
not only need to complete the tasks, but exceed them. Our 
students school-wide have been heard saying, ‘We can do 
this – yes we can’.” 

Memorial teachers have that found that the students are 
embracing the new school slogan, and the outlook for 
Memorial’s school year is sunny and bright. So Memorial 
asks, “Can we?” Oh, yes you can, Memorial. Yes, you 
can!

Fierke’s Forest Is In Full Bloom Memorial Students say, “Yes I Can.”



D146 Gives

School District 146 has long been known for its kindness, 
but now they have taken it to another level. In September 
it launched its newest committee: D146 Gives.  

Made up of 45 members (teachers, para professionals 
and district office staff) D146 Gives is a project-based 
committee whose mission is to promote a sense of giving 
between District 146 staff and the local communities. Mrs. 
Julie Harris, a 5th grade teacher from Kruse Education 
Center, is the Committee Chairperson. 

She said, “The committee is made up of dedicated D146 
employees. We have monthly donation projects. Our first 
was school supplies and our second was for PAWS in 
Tinley Park. It’s exciting knowing that we are working 
together for the good of others, and that we have the 
strong support of our generous co-workers.” 

For stories about D146 Gives, please follow us at:
www.facebook.com/District146.

School Book Fairs A Success

Both Fulton and Memorial Schools had their book fairs 
the same week in October, and both brought out the same 
reaction from their students. Kids from both schools 
greeted the Scholastic Book Fair with excitement.  

The highly successful book fairs are an annual event.  Mr. 
Ron Gonser, principal at Fulton said, “Our PTA works 
very hard on all of our events. The book fair is always 
a big hit with students, staff and families. We all truly 
appreciate all of their hard work and planning on behalf 
of our schools and students.”

Students entering the library were greeted by the colorful 
display of books that were grouped according to reading 
levels. PTA volunteers were on hand to assist students 
that were unsure as to their own level.

Ms. Ann Jackson, Media Center Director at Fulton said, 
“The students always look forward to Fulton’s book fair 
weeks.  Our PTA really does a fantastic job promoting 
it, and the students are very excited to see the book fair 
arrive and the media center transformed.  I look forward 
to it as well!  The book fair can help spark an interest in 
reading, and I always have a running list of new titles to 
add to our collection.”

Mrs. Tracy Corrao, Media Center Director at Memorial 
echoed Mrs. Jackson’s thoughts.  “This is a fun week for 
the students, parents and staff.  Everyone gets a chance 
to look through all of the books at the fair and purchase 
some of the titles that spark their individual interests. Our 
parent volunteers that help organize and run the book fair 
are always so dedicated and helpful.  And not only does 
the fair help raise money for our school, but it also helps 
strengthen the enthusiasm for reading that is already 
present every day at Memorial School.” Happy reading!

Lady Twisters Knock It Out 
Of The Ballpark

Congratulations to the Lady Twisters and Coach Recker 
on becoming the SWIC Softball Champs for 2013. 
With a regular season record of 10-5, Coach Recker (in 
her 6th season as coach) and the Lady Twisters knew 
they had work to do to prepare for the championship. 
Their undefeated 4-game series lasted five days with the 
final game vs. Prairie View. Coach Recker said, “In our 
championship game we jumped out to a 4-0 lead in four 
innings and we never looked back.” The 17 member team  
defeated Prairie View in the final game 9-3 taking home 
the SWIC Conference trophy.
“I knew from the start of the season that this team was 
going to be special. We had a solid, consistent, and reliable 
defense. Our batting order was deep. Plus more than half 
of the girls on the team recorded at least one triple on the 
season; that’s impressive.” 

Way to go, ladies! Congratulations on a well-played season.

Gabbie A., Gabbie B., Marissa F., Kaleigh G., Madison H., Ashley K., 
Emily K., Ashley M., Ashley O., Jillian R., Riley S., Nicole T., 
Sam T., Crystal V.,Ashley W., Brittany W., and Morgan Z.,   
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Kruse is so special to me because of Mr. 
Nelson.  In my opinion, he is the best. 
Mr. Nelson makes tons of jokes that 
make us chuckle. Mr. Nelson never lets 
us get down, because he is making us 
giggle all the time from his jokes. Kruse 
also has tons of intelligent teachers 
to make all of the students very wise.

Kruse has many fun clubs that are really 
enjoyable.  Some examples include: 
Science Club, Choir, Chess Club, and 
Technology Club. Kruse is always 
getting better every year.  For example, 
lunches became even more enjoyable 
than last year, and the year before that.

Kruse is getting better technology every 
year, too.  Kruse also has three super 
fun parties for Halloween, Christmas 
and Valentines and they have very fun 
crafts that I enjoy making.  Kruse also 

has assemblies that are fun.  Like last 
year we had a science assembly and the 
presenter explained things with humorous  
experiments, just like in my classroom.

Kruse has P.E. and music classes which 
both have very fun games.  P.E. has games 
like jail and snowball, while music class 
has games like music baseball.  Kruse has 
a huge library full of all kinds of books 
like fantasies, biographies, mysteries, 
poetry and loads of animal books, too.

There  is also an art program and get to see 
what an artist makes.  After that we make 
our own version of that piece of art.  Then 
Miss Marx, our art teacher, puts our art up 
in the hallway and other people can see it 
for themselves.  Sometimes Miss Marx does 
something special to match the theme.  

Kruse is the best school ever!


